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SECDEF WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 2691 

E. O. 11652: GDS 12/31/79 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO 

SUBJECT: OVERSEAS BASE STUDY 

REF: SECDEF 2120 ( DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING) 

1. PART III OF THE REFERENCE CONTAINS THE TEXT OF A 
MEMORANDUM FROM SECRETARY RICHARDSON DIRECTING A REVIEW OF 
OVERSEAS BASES. PRESUMABLY THE REVIEW COULD RESULT IN CER- 
TAIN RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REDUCTION, REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE. 

2. THE SENSITIVITIES OF ALLIES TO ANY ACTION IMPINGING ON 
THE US COMMITMENT IS WELL KNOWN. IT WOULD HELP PRECLUDE 
DOUBTS AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS IF I WERE AUTHORIZED TO INFORM 

THE NAC OR THE DPC AT LEAST ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS, OF THE APPROVED 
RESULTS OF THE REVIEW INSOFAR AS THEY AFFECT EUROPE PRIOR 
TO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ELSEWHERE. PRESS GUIDANCE WOULD 
ALSO BE APPRECIATED. 

MCAULIFFE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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